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the application: 

Jho Status nfthe Claims 

\ . (Previously Presented): A method of selecting a particular multi- 
switch port from a plurality of multi-switch ports for association with a current 
network identifier and a current polarity designator in a direct-to-home 
satellite receiver system, the method comprising: 

receiving the current network identifier, the current polarity designator, 
ond a satellite frequency, the satellite frequency being associated with the 
current network identifier and the current polarity designator, 

tuning the direct-to-home satellite receiver system to the satellite 
frequency; 

placing a first multi-switch port from the plurality of multi-switch 
ports into a selected state by generating a first control signal indicative of the 
first multi-switch port; 

determining if a first predetermined marker pattern is acquired within a 
first predetermined time period while the first multi-switch port is in the 
selected state; 

placing a second multi-switch port from the plurality of multi-switch 
ports into a selected state by generating a second control signal indicative of 
the second multi-switch port; 

determining if a second predetermined marker pattern is acquired 
within a second predetermined time period while the second multi-switch port 
is in the selected state; 

associating first data indicative of the second multi-switch port with 
second data indicative of the current network identifier and the current polarity 
designator, and 



-2- 

PAGE 4/12 1 RCVD AT 4/21/2005 7:20:29 PM [Eastern Daylight Time] * SVR:USPT0£FXRM/2 1 DNIS:8729306 1 CSID:31 09640941 ' DURATION (mm-ss):0346 



APR-21-05 16:25 FronrHUGHES LEGAL DEPT 3109640941 T-308 P 05/12 Job-256 



U.S. Serial No. 00/712,625 

Response to the Office Action Dated February 22, 2005 

recording the first data and the second data in a memory device if the 
second predetermined marker pattern is acquired within the second 
predetermined time period. 

2. (Original): A method as defined in claim I , wherein the first 
predetermined marker pattern comprises the second predetermined marker 
pattern and the first predetermined time period comprises the second 
predetermined time period. 

3. (Previously Presented): A method as defined in claim 1 > turther 
comprising: 

determining if the direcMo-home satellite receiver system comprises a 
stacking direct-to-home satellite receiver system; and 

skipping a multi-switch port if the direct-to-home satellite receiver 
system does not comprise a stacking direct-to-home satellite receiver system. 

4. (Previously Presented): A method as defined in claim 1 , further 
comprising : 

acquiring the second predetermined marker pattern; interpreting the 
second predetermined marker pattern to determine a received network 
identifier and a received polarity designator; comparing the received network 
identifier to the current network identifier; and 

comparing the received polarity designator to the current polarity 
designator. 

5. (Previously Presented): A method as defined in claim 1 , wherein 
receiving the current network identifier, the current polarity designator, and a 
satellite frequency comprises receiving the current network identifier, the 
current polarity designator, and the satellite frequency via a satellite signal. 

6. (Previously Presented): A method as defined in claim I, wherein 
receiving the current network identifier, the current polarity designator, and a 
satellite frequency comprises receiving the current network identifier, the 
current polarity designator, and the satellite frequency via a telephone signal. 
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7. {Previously Presented): A method as defined in claim 1 , wherein 
receiving the current network identifier, the current polarity designator, and a 
satellite frequency comprises receiving the current network identifier, the 
current polarity designator, and the satellite frequency from the memory 
device. 

8. (Previously Presented): A method as defined in claim \ , wherein 
receiving the current network identifier, the current polarity designator, and a 
satellite frequency comprises receiving the current network identifier, the 
current polarity designator, and the satellite frequency from a removable 
memory device. 

9. (Previously Presented): A method as defined in claim 1 , wherein 
receiving the current network identifier, the current polarity designator, and a 
satellite frequency comprises receiving a right-hand polarity designator. 

10. (Previously Presented): A method as defined in claim 1 , wherein 
receiving the current network identifier, the current polarity designator, and a 
satellite frequency comprises receiving a left-hand polarity designator. 

1 1 . (Previously Presented): A method as defined in claim 1 > wherein 
receiving the current network identifier, the current polarity designator, and a 
satellite frequency comprises receiving a stacking frequency associated with a 
left hand polarity. 

1 2. (Previously Presented): A method as defined in claim 1 , wherein 
receiving the current network identifier, the current polarity designator, and a 
satellite frequency comprises receiving a plurality of network identifiers. 

13. (Previously Presented): A method as defined in claim 1 , wherein 
receiving the current network identifier, the current polarity designator, and a 
satellite frequency comprises receiving a mandatory network identifier. 

14. (Original): A method of determining a control signal configuration 
associated with a direct-to-home satellite television receiver system* the 
receiver system including a receiver, a first communication port, a second 
communication port, and a memory device, the method comprising: 

retrieving configuration data from the memory device; 
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retrieving a digital representation of a first frequency from the memory 

device; 

tuning the receiver to the first frequency; 

determining if the configuration data contains an association between 
the first communication port and the digital representation of the first 
frequency, 

monitoring the first frequency on the first communication port for a 
predetermined digital marker if the configuration data does not contain an 
association between the first communication port and the digital representation 
of the first frequency, 

storing an association between the first communication port and the 
digital representation of the first frequency in the memory device if the 
predetermined marker is found using the first frequency on tho first 
communication port within a predetermined period of time: 

determining if the configuration data contain an association between 
the second communication port and the digital representation of the first 
frequency if the predetermined marker is not found using the first frequency 
on the first communication port within the predetermined period of time; 

monitoring the first frequency on the second communication port for 
the predetermined digital marker if the configuration data does not contain an 
association between the second communication port and the digital 
representation of the first frequency; and 

storing an association between the second communication port and the 
digital representation of the first frequency in the memory device if the 
predetermined marker is found using the first frequency on the second 
communication port within the predetermined period of time. 

15. (Original): A method as defined in claim 14. further comprising the 
steps of: 

retrieving a digital representation of a second frequency from the 
memory device: 
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tuning the receiver to the second frequency; 

determining if the configuration data contains an association between 
the first communication port and the digital representation of the second 
frequency: 

monitoring the second frequency on the first communication port for 
the predetermined digital marker if the configuration data does not contain an 
association between (he first communication port and the digital representation 
of the first frequency and the configuration data does not contain an 
association between the first communication port and the digital representation 
of the second frequency; 

storing an association between the first communication port and the 
digital representation of the second frequency in Hie memory device if the 
predetermined marker is found using the second frequency on the first 
communication port within a predetermined period of time; 

determining if the configuration data contains an association between 
die second communication port and the digital representation of the second 
frequency if the predetermined marker is not found using the second 
frequency on the first communication port within the predetermined period of 
time; 

monitoring the second frequency on the second communication port 
for the predetermined digital marker if the configuration date does not contain 
an association between tho second communication port and the digital 
representation of the first frequency and the configuration data does not 
contain an association between the second communication port and the digital 
representation of the second frequency; and 

storing an association between the second communication port and the 
digital representation of the second frequency in the memory device if the 
predetermined marker is found using the second frequency on the second 
communication port within the predetermined period of time. 
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16. (Previously Presented): A method as defined in claim 14, ftirther 
comprising excludmg data from an electronic program guide that is associated 
with unavailable content. 

17. (Previously Presented): A method as defined in claim 14, further 
comprising storing a default association in the memory device if the 
predetermined marker is not found using the first frequency on the first 
communication port within the predetermined period of time. 

18. (Previously Presented): A method as defined in claim 14, 
wherein tuning the receiver to the first frequency comprises selecting a port of 
a multi-switch by outputting a predefined voltage to the multi-switch. 

1 9. (Pt eviously Presented): A method as defined in claim 1 8, 
wherein selecting a port of a multi-switch by outputting a predefined voltage 
to the multi-switch comprises outputting + 13V to the multi-switch. 

20. (Previously Presented): A method as defined in claim 18, 
wherein selecting a port of a multi-switch by outputting a predefined voltage 
to the multi-switch comprises outputting + 18V to the multi-switch. 

21 . (Previously Presented): A method as defined in claim 18, 
wherein tuning the receiver to the first frequency comprises selecting the port 
of the multi-switch by outputting a predefined tone to the multi-switch. 

22. (Previously Presented): A method as defined in claim 21 , 
wherein selecting the port of the multi-switch by outputting a predefined tone 
to the multi-switch comprises outputting 22kHz to the multi-switch. 

23. (Original): A method as defined in claim 22, wherein the 22 kHz 
output is modulated with a predefined command protocol. 

24. (Previously Presented): A method as defined in claim 14, 
wherein monitoring the first frequency on the first communication port for a 
predetermined digital marker comprises monitoring service channel number 
0x810. 
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25. (Original): An apparatus for determining a control switch 
configuration associated with a direct-to-home satellite television system 
comprising: 

a receiver for receiving direct-to-nome satellite television signals on a 
first frequency; 

a first communication port selectively coupled to the receiver for 
receiving direct-to-home satellite television signals from a first signal source; 

a second communication port selectively coupled to the receiver for 
receiving direct-to-home satellite television signals from a second signal 
source; 

a memory device for storing a digital representation of a first 
frequency and configuration data; and 

a controller operatively coupled to the receiver, the first 
communication port, the second communication port, and the memory device, 
the controller retrieving the digital representation of the first frequency and the 
configuration data from the memory device, the controller causing the receiver 
to tune to the first frequency, the controller determining if the configuration 
data contains an association between the first communication port and the 
digital representation of the first frequency, the controller monitoring the first 
frequency on the first communication port for a predetermined digital marker, 
the controller causing the memory device to store an association between the 
first communication port and the digital representation of the first frequency if 
the predetermined digital marker is found using the first frequency on the first 
communication port within a predetermined period of time, the controller 
determining if the configuration data contains an association between the 
second communication port and the digital representation of the first 
frequency, the controller monitoring the first frequency on the second 
communication port for the predetermined digital marker, the controller 
causing the memory device to store an association between the second 
communication port and the digital representation of the first frequency if the 
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predefined digital marker is found using the first frequency on the second 
communication port within a predeiermined period of time. 

26. (Original): An apparatus as defined in claim 25, wherein the 
controller retrieves a digital representation of a second frequency from the 
memory device, the controller causes the receiver to tune to the second 
frequency, the controller determines if the configuration data contains an 
association between the first communication port and the digital representation 
of the second frequency, the controller monitors the second frequency on the 
first communication port for the predetermined digital marker, the controller 
causes the memory device to store an association between the first 
communication port and the digital representation of the second frequency if 
the predetermined digital marker is found using the second frequency on the 
first communication port within a predetermined period of time. 

27. (Original): An apparatus as defined in claim 25, wherein the 
controller excludes data from an electronic program guide that is associated 
with unavailable content. 

28. (Cancelled). 

29. (Cancelled). 

30. (Cancelled). 
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